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RESUMO

A recente dindmica das relagdes econbmicas internacionais proporcionou o surgimento de um novo
grupo de paises como candidatos a novas poténcias econémicas mundiais, os BRICS. Nesse contexto,
considerando a importancia da estrutura produtiva e do comércio internacional para a definicado de seu
papel na economia mundial, este trabalho procurou analisar o padrao de especializagdo e competitividade
das exportagbes dos BRICS durante o periodo 1985-2007. A analise foi feita sob a perspectiva
schumpeteriana, que atribui o nivel de competitividade relacionado ao grau de tecnologia adotado nos
produtos e no processo produtivo e sob a perspectiva keynesiana, pela qual o nivel de competitividade se
da de acordo com o perfil da demanda. Foram utilizadas as taxonomias de Pavitt (1984) e Lall e Albaladejo
(2001) e a matriz de competitividade criada pela CEPAL. Os resultados mostram que o BRICS é muito
heterogéneo quanto ao perfil de inser¢éo internacional, qualitativamente e quantitativamente. Enquanto a
China apresentou mudangas na sua estrutura produtiva e no volume exportado, Brasil, Russia, India e
Africa do Sul continuam dependentes dos setores em que ja possuiam vantagens comparativas e
apresentam pequena participagdo no mercado mundial. Sendo assim, os BRICS, com excegéao da China,
em se tratando do padrdo produtivo, ainda ndo podem ser comparados as potencias mundiais.
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SPECIALIZATION PATTERN AND INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVENESS OF THE BRICS: 1985-2007
ABSTRACT

The recent dynamic of the international economic relations allowed the rising of a new group of countries
as candidates to new world economic powers, the BRICS. In this context, considering the importance of the
production structure and of the international trade to the definition of its role in the world economy, this paper
intended to analyze the specialization pattern and the exportations competitiveness of the BRICS during the
period 1985-2007. The analysis was done under the Schumpeterian perspective, that attributes the
competitiveness level related to the technology rate used in the products and in the production process and
under the Keynesian perspective, that by the one the competitiveness level occurs according to the demand
profile. It was used the taxonomies of Pavitt (1984) and Lall and Albaladejo (2001) and the competitiveness
matrix created by the ECLAC. The results show that the BRICS is very heterogeneous, in relation to its
international insertion, qualitatively and quantitatively. Whereas China presented changes in its productive
structure and in the volume exported, Brazil, Russia, India and South Africa continue depending on the
sectors in which they already had comparative advantage and have a small part in the world market.
Therefore, the BRICS, except by China, with reference to the production pattern, can’t already be compared
with the world powers.
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